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I can many of our “a«i1dly^ oonfesiofs say „ 
ere, informal words over a frave without a 
rt? And a church sexton would say that the n 
mony perfomfied in our icgistry uflkcs 
(^woiIl So. h ihoidd not he sunni^ diat thc^ 
^coMinuesiocloudevaipreseat-daybf|liistiHrt 
hiighteiied by die sctetNXS. The send is diylm 
-'-dtite is ftvcfi. 

1 IumS aVemafkable dUk«|iie with A. V< 

. «ian ofitM Ust*Ptehcfltsk rural sov:^ 
aM»vna.n«htaowiedlieortheatatter, 
ber countrymen and svomen live, what 
whal they subscribe to and 
money shn have on fhetr 
became sUeat only when t ashed 
ubat reasonsaComsomol member 
tized her firskxim, and deputy 
who are sentonpupils. 



ffttna«cba^ 
a Anllaod^ 

1 about how 
rbuy in the 
/and how much 
She judtiiy 
r she knew fbr 
irecemlybap- 
, her two sons. 



fcquested to acquaint the oorrespondenf wijh^e activ- 
Voioaodskaya eparchy {diocoK}<((irned the key 
ia aM^^ excusing himself, MuSf^I informatkm of 

|l|is kind plha4t^osoow 

^«havedic?^“ ^ 

like in a oonfbswblw^My it ^ not known 
^ w»...^.M»concealcxL it looks fact of 

"^iiulation to Iheftther. 

, -C... 

;%cshili ar Yaath PbU aalUlWaw 
■Slaparled 

lmmaS2t TmUm liblJmeZH BSTONU im Ihmian 

lArtiCie by Ye. Ofidiina. under die rubrk **SoctolocicaI 
LaboratoiV**: “Are We fUligtousT*) 



-I visit the chuitt only on a patnSn uim*s day,- Vdo- 
kiiint admitted Iknkly. **ln ordd to hear whether there 
IS anything anti-S»viet in the immons. I once irkd to 
establish contact n\ih the faih^, and he then and there 
took the opporiunitt to ask pmtsston. . . at times to sit 
in at sessions and mlieiiiigs of^he itpolkom.** 

**You did not allow ii^ 

*^hat else!*' 

Brief, but very eloquent jMced. But I liked that seditious 
initiative of the Ust-l^dengsk father superior very 
much (true, he is nowin adpthcr parish). Well, he will 
not miss his chance, and u«? Arc wc always seeking, 
finding and seizing dny opi^rtunity to look into the 
human heart— into Another wul. Which, maybe, is 
drawn to us more stfongiy thai\lo the temple? 

_ . I finished my notes in t)ie\pryazovetskiy Rayon. 

Three of the 1 7 gkrishes funclknfing now in Voiogods- 
kayt Oblast (noy counting the neddy opened church in 
Totma) are in vfllagcs in the neirbA>rta. Apparently, it 
tt for this vesy reason that the lotting (vye^noyc) 
oonference of /he department of premiganda and agita- 
tion Of the Vdofodskiy CPSU obkom iras held here. The 
oonference akamined the question ~oi| the individual 
approach ly the atheistic education Ott^ population.** 
Not bothedni the reader with an expositflM **of individ- 
ual shonobnmgs in the system of party iiMnaiemefit of 
itheisitcMiication of the population.** i %N|} say. how- 
ever, ih^ this system is in dc^ stagnation. Itnoi worse. 

There/s this kind of a line in the resdutkm dbciiment: 
**Th^cdogical activ obtains information on tte activ- 
ely ^ religious organhcatioiis in the rayon. . .** lltroiigiy 
' the truth of Shis assertion. The iiytspdkom 
I me such information on the condition; **Ndt for 
liicatkm.** N. Voronin, a represenutive of the couV«! 
religious matters in Vdogodskaya Obtast. 



;Rdtgtousr] 

fText] The process of renewing society has made the 
piobim of the hitman being, his spirituality and moral- 
ity. paramount. In this connection a great deal of atten- 
tion is being given to questions of the attitude toward 
teiigioun, the level of acceptance of religious culture, and 
Bs place and role in spiritual culture and in the life of 
contemporary society. 

The Scientific Research Center of the Higher Komsomol 
Schod of the All-Union Leninist Komsomd Central Com- 
mittee conducted a toddogical titidy on this subjea. They 
questioned 420 representatives of the youth inldligenfsia 
and college students in Moscow and Lraingrad. iucluding 
docu^ teachers, engineers, and representatives of the 
creative prdcssions. In aikiitton, young believers in the 
non-lFidiiional rdigtous grouping of Hare Krishna were 
questioned by the identical methodology. 

On the basis the data received wc can say that the 
interest in rd^on, above all in religious culture and the 
ethical tide of rdigious teachings, is quite high among 
the youth intdligentsia: about 40 percent of all the young 
people surveyed were familiar with rdigious literature 
fmainly the Bible, lets commonly the Koran and the 
Talmud), and the interest shows most maricedly among 
the creative intdligenuia. 

Young pcofde arc attracted first d*aU by the historical 
^ literary value of these works. In their mtswen they 
often speak of the humanism and wisdom expressed in 
&C 1 C monumenu of rdigious teaching. It H interesting 
Mt some respoodents consider the Bible’s |mH>hesics 
bmcly for the imentdar. they consider them a kind of 
futurology.- This it found roost commonly among 
students. 

. ^espondti^ to a question about the reasons for the 
preservaiion d* rdigious fedii^ almost half of the 
sespondentt agreed with the tutemem that in ordinary 
sdcas there it a mixture of national and rdigious con- 
cepts and that it is often impossible to separate national 
from rdigious traditions. Perhaps this is why the growth 
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til fiattoiai self-awareness which has been manifested 
more ami more v^rouriy in recent years carries in itself 
somewhat ideali^ ideas of the role of religion in 
. ^ ^ naiinoal culture. Hius« 23 percent of the creative yemth 
- Icvl that nalioiia! culture cannot eaist without religion, 
ami nvcrall 16.4 percent of the respondents hold this 
fNiini of view. 



A fact that thaws attention is that four perceiii think that 
^ religion under contemporary conditions it a **form of 
'^defoiise of national mterestt** and eapress the opinion that 
fci%ious fundamcmals sboukl be taught ia school. About 
10 percent of the young people turve^ think that in the 
process of icligtous ofganiaations* more active infemetion 
with society thi^ must be represented in state organs, and 
14 percent proptM organizing broad acoe» to the mass 
information m^ia for religious organizations. 



It appears that such a **radicar position in pan of the 
intcilifenisia may be caused by a reaction of rejection of 
that **atheistic** stereotype that has been anificialiy 
imposed for many years. At the same time it it direct 
evidence of an inadequately mature civic position in 
some young people, a result of equaling the concepts of 
religion and morality, rel^ion and culture, and so in the 
ideas of these young people. 



A significant number of respondents (about 30 percent) 
expressed the opinion that one of the primary reasons for 
the preservation of religious feeling it sfuKteomings in 
the system of education and indoctrination, which dcxrs 
not adequately mold a sctemiftc materialist worldview. 
Thus, to the question, **Oid the knowledge received in 
these classes help you in realizing and formulating prin- 
ciples and goals in life and in searching for answers to the 
questions that are important to youT* 38 percent 
answered, -No.** and 30 percent were unable to give any 
answer at all. But this is just one aspect of the genera! 
problem of dehumanization of the system of education 
and indoctrination. 



Along with the youth intelltgentsia these same questions 
were answered by a group of young believers, followers 
of the Hare Krishna cult. The answers to questions about 
the level of teaching of history and literature are practi- 
cally the same for both groups. But 70 percent of the 
believers gave a negative assessment to the role of the 
humanitarian knowledge received in school. If we con- 
sider that the ranks of the believers arc filled most often 
by emotional, suggestible types who arc easily woundetl 
psv-chokigicaiiy, then the damage to their spiritual world 
that is caused by the mechanical, stereotyped approach 
H> humanitarian culture could have been the initial 
impefus to withdraw iiuo idagious mysticism, it is not 
swriiming that an aindlute majority (95 percent) of them 
think that rel^ton fosters an awakening of the higher 
spiritual principle in people. 



While traditional, canonical religious culture attracts the ^ 
attention of about half of the respondents, a majority (80 
pcittml) arc interested in questions linked to mysterious 
pb(*m>mcfui of nature and the human mind (UFO's. 40 
Idcpathy. telekinesis, the bioficld. and the like). There is 
a iMHaMe rnfatuatiem with dream btKiks. honrscopi's. 
fortune idling, and the like. Although 36 percent i*on- 
. sidcf all cd* these things a kind of -game** and something , 

to do -from baredom,** 32 percent of the young people ^ 
surveyed link fortune telling with a hope to avoid dan- 
gers and anpteasantness and a desire to know one's 
future, and almost as many say that they have encoun- 
tered cases which verified certain signs, predictions, and 
so cm. 1 



I would like to point out one other aspect of the problem 
of non-traditional religion. This is that because of a 
certain ecicclidsm and primitivism the so-called 
-ncoculis- arc unable to perform the religious compen- 
satory function and cannot serve as a adequate means of 
individual social adaptation. Therefore, politization of 
the activity of non-lradtlional religious groups is almost 
inevitable. This is confirmed by foreign experience, and 
by our own domestic experience. Most of the existing 
associations which to one degree or another have a 
religious (or pscudoreltgious) orientation arc drawn to 
consolidation. Steps are being uken to work out com- 
mon ideas and programs whose purpose is to form a 
political organization of believers, persons united by 
-space religion.- and so on. 



Many Soviet social scientists arc now speaking of the 
"need to refine the existing pacticcs in classifying believ- 
ers with religious organizations considering the real 
processes in the ideology and activity of our country's 
religious organizations.*' But while rejecting vulgar athe- 
ism which has been imposed on mass consciousness for 
many years, wc must understand that idealized ideas of 
religion and religicHis organizations arc also unwise and 
usually result from inadequate theoretical literacy and 
humanitarian culture. 



tinder conditions of continued democratization of pub- 
lic life in the country the activity of religious organi- 
zastions, including the non-tradiiiona! ones, will gmw. 
<hrcraJI this is natural, and given all the diversify of ihc 
situation there must be broader intcraciitm with reli- 
gious oragni/aiions and groups of believers in Ihe sckiuI. 
cuilurat. and siHrN^iltlical spheres. Joint aclivit> b\ 
religious, public, and state organizations offers an oppor- 
tunity for ht‘!ievcrs to achieve social self-realiratum m»i 
only in the religious sphere, but also in solving vk uiIK 
Significant pnihicms. intcraciton can help reorient 
the individual and mold a sctcntific milcrialist wot Id- 
view through concrete activity, ihnmgh solving joint 
pnihiems that are equally important to believers and 
non-believers. 



